[Complement markers Bf and C4 in multiple sclerosis].
Some immunogenetic HLA markers are significantly correlated with multiple sclerosis, e.g.: the antigens B7, DR2, and the associations B7-DR2, A3-B7-DR2. In addition, the polymorphism of the allotypes Bf and C4 is also controlled by chromosome 6; a study of these markers is therefore of interest. The study of Bf and C4 in multiple sclerosis included a population of genotyped unrelated patients: 50 patients for Bf markers and 41 for C4A and C4B markers. This study revealed an over-representation of allotype S and homozygous BfSS in multiple sclerosis. BfSS homozygote was significantly more frequent in the B7 negative and/or DR2 negative patients, i.e. when the risk markers per se were absent. No correlation could be evidenced with the remittent or progressive character of the disease. These data, obtained from the study of C4, are still preliminary ones. The results found with the Bf markers confirm the existence of a genetic factor in multiple sclerosis and suggest that the susceptibility gene of the disease could be closer to locus Bf than to locus DR.